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DESCRIPTION: 
Moths, some of Earth’s most ancient residents, evolved long before dinosaurs roamed the 
planet. With a stunning diversity of over 160,000 species around the globe, they along with 
butterflies make up one in ten known non-microbial species on Earth, reflecting a richness of 
life that deserves our attention. 

This delightful book takes you on a journey into the mesmerizing world of moths in the 
Sikkim Himalayas, showcasing the captivating variety of these often-underappreciated 
creatures. While butterflies often steal the limelight, it’s fascinating to note that moths have 
been around for over 150 million years longer! These remarkable insects play essential roles 
in our ecosystem, serving as crucial pollinators and as sustenance for countless animal 
species, including humans.  

This pioneering book is the first of its kind to focus on the moths of the breathtaking Sikkim 
Himalayan area, which is celebrated for its natural beauty. Sikkim is home to the third 
highest mountain in the world, including that of an UNESCO World Heritage site that 
harmoniously blends nature and culture. Despite being the second smallest state in Indian, 
Sikkim is a bio-diversity hotspot, showcases one of the highest concentrations  of plant and 
animal life. As the only Organic State in India, it provides an exceptional environment for 
studying both flora and fauna. 

Readers will explore a range of captivating subjects, including moth biology, evolution, 
pheromone signaling, camouflage strategies, and amazing adaptations in hearing, co-
evolution with plants and the production of silk like Eri, Muga, and Tussar, stemming from 
wild moth’s native to this vibrant region. 

The book features over 900 seldom-seen moth species, with more than 390 vividly 
showcasing the ventral aspects of live moths—a truly remarkable achievement! Notably, over 
90% of the stunning 1,500 color photographs were taken using a smartphone, illustrating the 
power of accessible technology. The author passionately advocates for citizen science and 
community involvement in conservation. This initiative celebrates the accessibility of nature 
documentation through smartphone photography, inviting everyone to engage with and 
appreciate the wonders of the natural world! 
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